
 
 
 
April 27, 2017 
 
Dear City of Evanston Mayor ElizabethTisdahl and Mayor Elect Steve Hagerty,   
 
Chicago Area Peace Action has proudly partnered with the Evanston Public Library for public interest 
programming for many years, since CAPA was the North Suburban Peace Initiative. We have followed the issues 
that Lesley Williams, our contact on your staff, has encountered over the past three years starting with the 
controversy surrounding the invitation for Ali Abunimah to speak, and extending to concern over the political bias 
of the co-sponsored Middle East and North Africa Series with NU.   
 
Lesley has provided a critical perspective on structural racism and how it manifests in our daily lives. She is always 
professional. She notes areas where the library can lead or collaborate in community education that raises 
awareness, builds bridges and eradicates bigotry. 
 
We strongly recommend that the City of Evanston, EPL board and staff members consider Lesley's suggestions 
about how the EPL can be an effective community partner. We suggest that the EPL engages an outside 
consultant to work with the administration, staff and the community to perform an equity audit of the library. 
This could encompass hiring practices, collection policies, programming, and library service points through an 
equity lens, with specific goals, objectives and a firm timeline for implementation. Evanston stakeholders can 
build upon the current controversy as a "teachable" moment. 
 
We commend Lesley Williams' leadership for a just and inclusive Evanston, which reflects so well upon the library. 
We would appreciate your public intercession and affirmation of Lesley's work as an expression of the EPL's 
mission, which is "to be the heart of our diverse community by promoting the development of independent, self-
confident and literate citizens, and providing equitable access to cultural, intellectual, technological, and 
information resources." 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chicago Area Peace Action, Board of Directors 
David Borris, President 
Catherine Buntin 
Martha Cray 
Nancy Cusack 
Aaron Dellutri 
Jack Kelly 
Gail Schechter 
Dick Tholin 
 
535-A1 Custer Ave. 
Evanston, IL 60202 
 
cc: Michael Tannen, President of the Evanston Public Library Board  

 


